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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 -1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Tiger 
Woods PGA Tour 2004 (TW04). 

3. Regarding claims 1 , 3, 4 and 10, TW04 discloses a video game program causing 
a computer (Xbox) to implement a video game comprising: receiving an operation 
initiation request from a controller to cause a controller to initiate a dispatch operation 
(Page 6 of the Manual; "start swing", the player initiates the request to dispatch the ball 
by pushing down or back on the left or right thumb stick); an operation display function 
to display the dispatch operation when the first request has been received (Page 9 of 
the manual; "game screen", see also the cited youtube.com video; when the initiation 
request is received from the controller, the display shows the player characters club 
move to the back swing and prepare for the dispatching of the ball); a second request 
from the controller to dispatch the object (Page 6 of the manual; "follow through swing", 
the player dispatches the ball by pressing forward or up on the left or right thumb stick 
to follow through and hit the ball causing it to be dispatched); a moving object control to 
control the movement of the object according to the timing at which the second request 
was received (actual game play; The timing of the back swing and follow through effects 
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how well the character hits the ball); and a moving object display function for displaying 
the object controlled by the object control function on the monitor (see cited 
youtube.com video, ball flying in air). 

4. Regarding claim 2, TW04 also discloses a receiving a destination and trajectory 
from the controller before the initiation request is received (See page 6 of the manual; 
"pre-swing controls, also see the beginning of the cited youtube.com video where the 
player selects where they desire the ball to be projected at landing before the 
backswing is initiated for the shot). 

5. Regarding claims 5, 6, TW04 discloses a first timing display indicator that shows 
the timing at which the object is to be dispatched (see the cited youtube.com video; the 
speed and distance at which the backswing is displayed shows the initial timing of the 
swing). 

6. Regarding claim 7, TW04 discloses a second timing display with an image 
displaying favorable or unfavorable results from the moving objects dispatch (See the 
cited youtube.com video; when the player makes contact with the ball there are different 
images and displays which show the favorable or unfavorable result of the shot based 
on the timing of the follow through swing. In the cited video, the shot was perfect and 
therefore a ring of fire is displayed under the tee and the screen goes to a collogue 
displaying the favorable result. In less favorable situations the immediate post shot 
display differs based on the shot timing). 

7. Regarding claim 8, TW04 discloses the speed of the moving object being 
determined by the timing of and between the initiation and dispatch requests (actual 
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game play; The overall distance and velocity of the ball are determined based on the 
timing of the back swing and follow through swing). 

8. Regarding claim 9, TW04 discloses a video game device (Xbox) and video game 
program causing the device comprising a screen (monitor, page 9 of the manual) and 
controller (see page 4 of the user manual) to implement a video game comprising: 
receiving an operation initiation request from a controller to cause a controller to initiate 
a dispatch operation (Page 6 of the Manual; "start swing", the player initiates the 
request to dispatch the ball by pushing down or back on the left or right thumb stick); an 
operation display function to display the dispatch operation when the first request has 
been received (Page 9 of the manual; "game screen", see also the cited youtube.com 
video; when the initiation request is received from the controller, the display shows the 
player characters club move to the back swing and prepare for the dispatching of the 
ball); a second request from the controller to dispatch the object (Page 6 of the manual; 
"follow through swing", the player dispatches the ball by pressing forward or up on the 
left or right thumb stick to follow through and hit the ball causing it to be dispatched); a 
moving object control to control the movement of the object according to the timing at 
which the second request was received (actual game play; The timing of the back swing 
and follow through effects how well the character hits the ball); and a moving object 
display function for displaying the object controlled by the object control function on the 
monitor (see cited youtube.com video, ball flying in air). 

Applicant invokes 35 USC 112 6 th paragraph "means-plus-function" for all of the 
means recited in the independent claim 9. 
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Conclusion 

***EXAMINER'S NOTE*** 

The prior art used in the rejection is the actual Tiger Woods PGA Tour 2004 game. The 
examiner has provided references from the corresponding game manual as well as 
third-party video's demonstrating specific features of the game. These references are 
not meant to show all of the functionality of the game but are merely meant to show the 
applicant examples of the functionality that are relevant to the claims. Some of the 
claimed functions are not easily demonstrated in video, such as exactly how the timing 
of the swing affects the outcome of the balls flight, but are present in the game. 
Therefore the examiner suggests that applicant review the game itself to fully 
understand the scope of the functionality present in the game relating to the present 
invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA WERT whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
1894. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on (571 ) 272-71 47. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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